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CHAFTER IV
Lebreton's Hide,

When the history of the war of the te-
Yongo comes to be written the foremost
place I that temarkable work will be as-
signed to the ride of the 5000,

To be n deacendant of one of the
was i distinetion for a youth and & dowry
for n mulden. No similar  achlevemoent
wdorned the anpals of thelr great country.

For & proper understatding of the scope

5,000

and object of this unprecedented anilitary
oporation it 18 necesssry to gquote fully the
memorandum drawn un with such cdre by

Vansittart during the meeting of the cabe-
inet,

It wns collectively
Yilleneuve, Daublgson
last-nomed having attalped
fendy) and ron am follows

“It Is my Intention that

addresged to Gendérils
atid e Hreton (the
the rank nl-

a eolumn shall

be formed ot Sedan forthwith and dis-
patched, when fully equipped, for the pur-
pose of cutling Into and destroving the

German lnes of communication,

“The ecolumn will consigt of LD #e-
lected envalrs, soldiers, wrtillorists and en-
gineers and for the purpose of the expedi-
tion they will be supplied with two hores
per officar and man engaged. The arme
carrled will Ybe sabers, revolvers, carbines
and & small number of wachine gung, The
order of priority shows the manner of their
uge, which must be solely defensive.

“No wheeled vehicles, ambulances, tents
or baggage can be taken.  The column
must, when occakion demands, Lo able to
move at the rate of ten kilometers (geyen
miles) por hour. Each member of the ex-
pedition will earry food ond grain for him-
gelf and his horsea, but squadding arrange-
ments will be made for the conveyance of
resorve ammunition, Implements, dynamite
and blasting powder,

Sanvthlugg  approaching an  engagement
with the enemy must be absolutely nvolded.
Fighting will be {he lust alternative, but if
the only way lies through the hostile loes,
then that 18 the way.

“Those whao fall die on behalf of France;
those who live and perform thelr dutles
will have rendered their country the max]-
mum of good service,

“The object of the column is destruction.
Nothing of value to the enemy must be
spured, Rollrpads, telegraph lnes, bridges,

SVHEN ALL HAD PASSED, THE DYNA-
MITE DID ITS WORK.

rolling stock, commissariat trains, equipoge
und stores of every description, the only
exception belng bhospitnl applinnees, must
bo wrecked, burned or blown up.

“The totnl distance to be coverdad, taking
the line of the frontier from Villerupt to
Markirch, and allowing for digressions, 15,
pay, 126 miles. I will regard It a8 an excel-
lent performance If the column emerges at
Bt. Marie gux Mines (Markirch) within five
diuys,

“Genernl Villencuve will provide horses,
glores and equipment, a highly [niporiant
ftem heing an dbundance of good maps of
1he froptler. Generul Duaublsson will su-
porviee the selection of offlcers and men,
General Le Breton will take command of
the column,

“l leave to Lo Breton complete dlgeretion
#y to the partieular route to be followed,
whether in IPrench or Germoan  territory.
Tho measure of his success will be the loss
and delay luflieted upon the coemy's llues
of communication,

“I would recommend,
Bivide his force into
that at the first hali
every officer and man the exact nature of
the enterprige and the conditlons goveru-
ing It—that he should start on Wednesday,
and thut the rapldity of bis advaocee should
be governed only by the minlmum of time
required to destroy permpanent works, The
vestatunce offered by the cnemy, whisn una-
voldable, should never chock the forward
movement of the expedition,

“In conclusion, T wish General Le Breton
mond his officers and  men good foriune,
Franve commita ber destinies to thelr haads,
und 1 am apssured they will prove worthy
of the trust

“My friends—to our next president!*

Buch was the exiraordipary “ordoer of
the day' that TLe Wreton  caused to be
rewd out to every company o his 1tle
nrmy when, on the evening of Wednesday,
it bhalted for an hour almost within sight
of the chprming village of Longuyvon, siiu-

however, that he
five amall brigoades,
het should explain to

THE LOST PROVINCES.

\anslttart came Back to France,

By Louls Tracy.

rall from Sedan, thus savipg horeeg and
men in a tiresome and useless march of
thirty milea It wns risky, this rallway
trip.  Looguvon, eleven miles further on,
wha in the hands of the Germans and a
strong column woulll assuredly be detached
from the northern army to attack Montmedy,
thite providing security on the right flank
of the Invaders Vansittart had foreseen
giuch o move—hence his order to mobilize
al Sedan.

Bul Le Nroton judged rightly that time
was more lmportant than risk and he was
above il things anxloys to get to work be-
fore any inkling of his approach could be
obinined by the Germans,

e instructed his brigadiers to glve to
every man the opportunity of quitting the
pxpedition before It was too late aud to
Iny particular stress upon the sad neceas|ty
there was to abandon all who were 80 so-
verely wounded as to be unpble to ride.

Out of 5,000 troopers only one man, a
private of the Eighteenth chasseurs in the
Third brigade, stood out from the ranks
when his brigadier invited those who had
aught to eny to declare themaelves.

He waos n native of Tarascon a burly and
musgeular man, who had hitherto been Te-
garded by llg comrades us eomewhat of a
Nre-eater,

1iig seeming defoction was greeled with a
voir of indignation by the Eighteenth.

“Holn, Tartarin,” gelled one. *Thou
genst o llon, then!™
“Thia is no picnie for a capshooter!” erled
another, and the luugh at these allusions to
hlg fmmortal birthplace converted the com-
mon wrath Into scorn.

Pierre Laronde turned
genfiors,

“1 fought with the emperor In the desert
and rode with hlm to meet the poesident,”
he vehemently erled,  “Thoze whi are be-
lowing did nelther, T should taink."

The eredentinls were excellent; Lhey pro-
cured silence,

“Wall, what of {t?'* sald tlhe oflicer good
humoredly, He saw that It wes no reoreant
who anproached bhim,

“I nsk the honor of n word with the gen-
eral.”

“Hum,
is no thme for céremony.
When the pair stood befera Le Breten
Laronde was In no wise abashed.

“General,’” he sald, 1 see a way of dolng
you somoe service.™

“Out with I, and quickly."”

“When 1 listened to the orders 1 sald to
my=ell: ‘Plerre, it 1z well thought of, but
perhaps the general, In altending to many
things, moy have forgotten one. The Ger-
mans are well served by field telegraph, and
they must be prevented at the outset from
making dlspositions to stop our advance by
ton great force? Such was my reflection,
general.'”

“The reflection Is good, soldier.
plau?™

“But v#3. 1 and nine chosen comrades,
two of whom can speak German and work
a telegraph instrument, will, if you approve,
general, try to get through the enemy’s
pickets at dusk, find the line to Damvilllers,
the headgquarters of Genernl Kreuznaeh, cut
ft, connect up again, and tell him that a
reconnolsance in foree ls In progress along
the right bank of the Meuse from Mont-
medy.'"

“Ha! Kreuznach will
soutly rather than west?'”

S0, gereral’

“Thy name, soldier?"”

“Pierre Laronde."

“Io thiz, Laronde, and when you
meet me you recelve your epaulets.
officers who can think.”

The mann flushed with pleasure. He
needed no higher incentive,

At © o'clock that night a message from
the German commander at Longuyon in-
forming the headquarters staff that all was
quict on the Nank was suddenly Interrupted.

The operator o Longuyon, fnding his
instrument useless, reported the fact to his
chief, who had slso just recelved the un-
pleasant Intelligence that two sentries had
apparenily been surprised and killed.

A cavalry cadet eame gallloping up.  *‘Col-
onel, & strong body of the enemy's horse
& advancing down the hill toward the
bridge.'"

To give color to this stalement a sput-
tering of rifle fire broke out and momentarily
grew in volume,

In fifteen mipnutes Longuyon was cleared
of ultans and Bavarians, three bridges were
destroyed, two raillroad visducts blown up
pnd o working party was busy planting a
bateh of dynamite cartridges with detonating
fuses In o long tunnel that plerced the
bills leading to the frontier.

To the Germans confusion and chaos
geemed to relgn unchecked.

Those who kept thelp genges and were in
touch with the fighting could not fail to
notlee that o vast body of horse, heedless
of the contlict, poured headlong through the
village in the direction of Diedenhofen,

Mennwhile the defenders of the post were
actively hunted in every direction,

A troop train, with soveral officers and
balf o batialion of Hanoverians on board,
daghed off toward Splocourt, the nearest
point by rall to Damvllllers, and the main
line of German communication, but It
plunged Into s ravine ut & point wherg
Merre Ladronde and bis little band had
thoughtfully removed o rail.

By midoight o entire division had been
put in motion by Geogeral Kreuzoach and
wins hastening nortbward with the utmost
gpeed, ns not @ word of reply could the

Nurcely on the

"tisz contrary to discipline, but this
Come with me.”

Hast a

think we travel

next
I like

ated wt the confluence of the Crusne and
the Chiers and noteworthy ss the Jjunction
of two frontler lines of rall

The expedition had galned Montmedy by

Emm———

HEAD ACHE

HHoth my wife and ul self have been
usin {‘A‘al ARETS and u». wre the best
wedioine we buve evor had 1o the bouse.  Luast
weok my wifo was fraptle with headache for
two days, she tried some of your CASCAKETS,
sod thoy rolleved the pain in ber hoad almost
tmmediately. We both reeommend Cascarets

CuHAS STEDEFOILLD,
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NO-TO-BAG 2l iriwidy st e

sl get to the aingulor and startling mes-
spge from Longuyon, which caome to hand
at 90 p. m,

They weocounterad strogglers from the
{hreatened Mook, who anooupced that o
Freuch column—a division, an urmy corps
af 100,000 men=—bnd oceupied Longuyon and
was o full pursuit. Therceupon the com-
T|mnnlc‘r of the rellef thought it his duty
to halt until daylight. He Jdid so, marched
lnlllﬂiluﬂ}' to Longuyon mwod foupd oply the
evidenves of the preceding night's disaster.
At 10 o'¢loek o dull explosion, followed
by o violeat earth tremor, meant that two
wonths' bard work would scarce suffice to
make the rallway tunnel serviceable aguiu,
and  Plerre  Laronde  apd s comrades

thought It bigh thme o catel some rider-
less horses aud ride fast after the maln
body,

Le Bretop's method of advaonce was ad-
mirable. Whenever a bridge had wo be de-
itroyed or a dection of the parallel rallway
dismantled, & small party halted and begsn
thelr preparations, while the remalnder of

the forde pressed on through the darkoess.
When @il bad passed the dysamite 3d
lts work and the wreckers rode off 1o be-s
vome the repr guard in thelr turn,
Slxteen miles from Longuyon the head
of the expedition reached Audun-le-Roman,

the vratwhile French frontler custom house,
Here o swall infantry guard wes cut up
and two customs offeers, captured 1o the
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first surprise of the invasion, met nt 1ibe
orty and told to eacape an hest they might
Half an hour more and the sound of
Aring In front, Instantancoudly Arowned in
a wild outburst of cheering, proclaimed the
fact to villagers siartled from their sleep
that for the first time In a generntion oan

armed force of Frenchmen had s¢t  foot
ipon the sall of Lortalne,
Thie was Fontoy, or Fentsch, asa the Ger-

mans have It, and here Le Breton recelved
n severe check, unpremoeditnted by elther

side
The lending troopers cantered round o
bend Inte the village street and found

themuelves In a swiarm of soldiers, Infantey
and artillery, being the nucleus of a divi-
slon now hastily forming In order to re-
Inforee the main body on the Meuse, The
hasty reeolve of the Kaleer Wilkelin to
penetrate Into France st all cost wae o
procesd of reallzation at that moment,
After tho fAret gosp of amazement the
glolld Teutons recovered themselves and n
flerce affray at ofice began., srowing In-
gtantly In volume G combatants from both
sldles packed Into the narrow gtrect.

Here, of course, the well drilled Infantry
bad the mdvantage. In aoother minute
volley firing would have Oetermined the
malee, when Le Breton, whe rode ever cloge
to the advance guard, arrived.

A single glance revealed the situntion to
him. He saw that his Jeading equadron
must be gacrificed If he would snve the rest,
Spurriog hi® horse Into a furlous gallop he
rode back and haolted the First brigade.
Reaching a cross road he hialted the Sec-
ond and placed four machine guns here,
simultaneously retiring the First brigade
southward to the right.

meet vou. [f you cannot—well—aarevoir!"

Colonel Montsaloy saluted, mounted and
eantered off to place hia eolumn in motion..

A few minntes lnter the diminished main
body followed, but deviated to the left and
quickly gained the high road to Metz, Here
they fell In with some scouting Uhinans,
riding furiously toward Diedenhofen 1o dis-
sover the ctause of the complete breakdown
In the telegraph to that lmportant center
None of theas gedtry escaped, elde within
an hour every cavalry soldier In Metz would
have hedn In hot chaze of the venturesdome
quarry.

Lo Broton's adyance now lay neross couns
try to Les Btangs, and thence to the rens
dezvous ot Dievge through Courcelles, Foul-
Ignes wnd Foulgquemont The reader who
follows the course of evenis on & good map
of Lorralne will quickly kee the general's
object In splitting his force

Bhould the juuction by aoy chance be ef-
fected the two sectiong would have done
enormots damage to no lees than thirteen
lines of strategic rallways and twenty-four
main roads, Nearly the whole of these were
constructed for the sole purpose of convey-
Ing troops and war material to the trontier,
It would bhe a phenomenal achievement to
render this Important gection of the German
communications wholly useless for a time
and very inadegunte for a much longer per-
lod, ag eveon German milltary englneers re-
quire mahy dayva, perhaps weeks, to effect-
Ively bridge rulned viaducts, repair torn em-
bankments and relay uprooted rafls,

Metz, too, would be completely lsolated,
and this in teell was a magnificent result,
the great fortress belng o veritable store-
honse of munitions of war.

Whilst the two columnps went on with thele

IN A FEW STRIDES THE LEADING SQUADRON WAS IN

ment had barely started when the rem-
nant of the advance guard fell back, closely
pursued by some mounted German gun-
ners with a mass of infantry pressing on
behblud,

But Le Breton's turn bad come., The
great advantage of the machine gun s
that Its fire |s as destructive by night as
by day, once the position of the enemy s
clearly defined.

In thig case ell that was needed was
to align the guns along & comparatively
level road and blaze away, the four pour-
ing an absolute torrent of lead Into the
mixed German force.

Nothing could live against It. The pur-
suers, unable to retreat with sufficlent rao-
pidity, owing (0o the crowding and con-
fusion bebind, suffered frightfully. HHun-
dreds of men fell In that slaughter house
nnd thosre who sought to escape into the
flelds were ruthlessly cut down hy French
cavalry, posted there to prevent at all haz-
ards a flank attack on the pnew llne of ad-
vance,

It must be remembered that the Germon
officers were wholly lgnorant of the true
position and conseguently unable to make
better disposition for assaulting this mar-
velous foe who had sprung from nowhere.
And he disappeared as promptly as he
had arrived, leaving murderous tokens of
hie visit in the human shambles just be-
yond the village, while & serlés of ex-
plosions in the distance told the listeners
that wherever the rond crossed a stream
the bridge was destroyved.

Two miles from Fontoy Le Breton or-
dered o much needed halt.

It wae now 1 o'clock. There was no im-
mediate fear of pursult or efficlently or-
ganlzed resistance, though the German staff
at Damvilllers and Thiooville, Metz and
Mare la Tour, were frenzled with anuvoy-
ance at thelr inabllity to dlscover exactly
what was going on.

Orderlies raced about on horszeback, fNeld
telegraphs clicked Incessantly, even the em-
peror at Fresnea was waked out of a sound
gleep—but fo valn., The Incomparable Gers-
man system of Iotelllgence, which would
bave dlscovered a stray horse st any polnt
over thelr fifty miles of front, was power-
less to locate Le Breton and his little hoat,
for the simple reason that he was now many
miles In the rear of the main body and had
already much disarranged the whole of the
portherly communications,

Untll daybreak he was comparatively safe,
Horges were plcketed, some food hastily
eaten and the whole force composed ftself
for four hours' sleap.

Beyond pscertalpiog that his total losses
#o far smounied to sixty-seven men and
three oMoers killed and wounded, with some
bundred odd horses lost, he had po fresh
anxleties to deal with, His route was cut
and dried and every detall settled In consul-
tation with his offcers. Events must ba
denlt with as they arrived. They could not
be anticipated.

“So far,” growled Le Breton as he coms

posed blmself to rest with his saddle flap
for a plllow, "1 don't think Vansittart him-
gelf could have dope hetter”
The fArst beams of light found the little
force making its toilet after & fashlon de-
soribed by the reglmental wag of the
Elghteenth as a la mode chien. A hearty
shake and a vigorous stretch, followed by
a breakfast of tinped beef, biscult and a
drink of wine from the stock of a loecal
cabaret, formed Lhe preliminary to an eveuts
ful day.

Whilst all hands were busy saddling up
the geveral called to him the second In
commmand, Colopel Montsaloy. a salight. act-
ive cavalry offlcer, whose cheek bones, chilu,
shoulders and elbows were ull based on o
well known proposition of Buclid affecting
the properties of a right avgle

“Montsaloy," he said, "give me
mup."

The other produced his militery cbart and
Le Breton traced & llpe on it, "1 have
been thinkiog out the sltuation during the
lant balf hour,'” he said, “"and heyve decided
oo an lmportaot alternative. My original
intentlon was, us you kuow, Lo pass south-
ward beblod Melz, leaving It on my right.
That bolds good, but I we waut to avold
the certalnty of being cut to pleces before
the evening we must create a diversion
They will look for us ot firsl between Meir
and the frontler. Well, they must find you
and a brigade ihore.”

“1 understand you fully,

your

general.'’

“Good, You will procesd by way of Hriey,

Cotuflaps, Mars la Tour and Verny te Diouze.
b oclock 1 will

M you cuu get there by 6

= 00 e o

THE MIDST OF THE
BATTLIZ.
The remaiuder followed, but the move- | work of devastation the entlre German host,

spread over a superflelnl area of nearly 2,000
miles, was Iin an uprour.

The German stafl was called upon to deal
with, not war, but rampant lupacy. Some-
where in thelr midst a number of madmen,
estimated varlously from a reglment to an
army corps, were raging about with antics
similar to the struggles of & blue bottle in
a spider's web,

The speed of thelr movements, the as-
tounding effect of thelr passage, the con-
filcting reports ns to their location at any
particular time, were well caleulated to up-
get the theorlgts bred In the school.of the
lust war with France.

There had been fighting in many places,
that was clear. But effectual pursuit was a
different matter, Infantry was uvseless, and
pefther cavalry nor guns could hope to
travel rapidly along a road once Le Breton
or Montsaloy had passed that way.

Nevertheless, as the day wore, something
akin to definiteness took the place of the
frenzied statements of the night and early
morning,

The object of the ralders was now clear
enough. Not lunacy, but superb military
genlus, had dictated this deadly blow at the
German organization. The authorities at
Forhach and Sarrebourg hastily concerted
measures to defend every Important rallway
Junetion between theose centers, and when
General Le Breton halted his troopers ot 2
o'clock on the arid, salt-laden plain between
Chateau Salins and Dieuze, the presence of
numerous vedettées on the horizon warned
bim that his pext forward step would be
soverely contested,

He wis not mistnken.
the latter town were ctrammed with Ger-
man lofantry, But they opened flre at a
long range. This helped him a little, as he
took ground to the right—only to find the
rallway llpe to Nancey swarming with men,

At the range hig machine guns were use-
Tess, and to glve the necessary dramatle
touch to the situation, thres regiments of
cavalry with six guns trotted into view right
ahead, the artillery promptly trylng his
metal with shrapnel.

With tired men and exhausted horses Lo
Breton knew thnt he wae in a tight fix. In
fact, he afterward admitted that hHe was
guite certain his enterprise had there and
then come to an untimely end,

But if he despaired he did not hesitate.
Riding to the head of his column, he polnted
with his saber to the enemy's cavalry and
ehouted:

“There lles our road, my children,'” and
his wearled troopers made a brave effort
lo follow him.

For the purpose of a charge they did not
number 3,000, ns the led horses, otherwise
80 useful, werg now an embarrasament, and
balf of his men were gulding three anlmals
aplece in the rear, v

The frightful dust, too, rising from the
aaline plain, added to the general discom-
fort. In a word, everyone expected that the
foray had collapsed,

The German guns were on the enemy's
lert, which rested on some broken ground,
By rare good luck for the French the ar-
tillerists, reserve men hurryiog to  the
front, were new to thelr work and thelr
practles was bad,

Just as the German cavalry was breaking
Inte a gallop to mest the onset, n fearful
commotion broke out on their lofr,

Mouptsaloy bad turned up in the nick of
time and wus now sabering the guunersd
sod taking the horse In Nank.

The unegual odds of the combat swung
round with n vengeance. In place of Ger-
mans carving Freoclimen It was o case of
precipitute flight to aveld being curved o
thelr turn,

What puzsled Le Breton
the midst of the melee,
whicth Montsaloy's Lrigude rode from out
the defile, Thelr churgers lay tp as though
taking part in o fleld day ot Versallles.

But Montsaloy soon explained: I came
upon six tralnlonds of remounts on the Hoe
between here and Vie" he shouted, *'|
boxed them in between two broken culverts,
belped myself, left a small guard and the
remulnder gre waiting for you,'

The salt mines at

most, even in
was the manper In

Second Duy Eaded,
CHAPTER V.,
SBuccess s a wonderful tonle
This wholly unexpocted escape from threat-
ened annlbilation raléed the epirits and dis-
pelled the wearlness of every wau lo the
expedition

Montsuloy's Jucky find of Germwn cavalry

How the

for fatigue.

borses eoabled the troops L0 repluce more

than halt of thelr awn wearied nnlmnhl,1

whiloh, by the ruthiess law of war, they wera

compelled to ehoot,

Another desperate effort enabled them, as
evening fell, to galn the shelter of a defile
in the Vosges mouninins. So tired were
many of the troopers that They slept as they
rode, and at the earlivst possible moment Lo
Breton halted to enable them to recuptrate
somewhat

Toward midaight the unpleasant loguisi-
tiveness of the enemy's cavalry scouts foroed
the French commander to once more arouss
his worn-out followers, For two hours they
jogged ateadily onward through rocky val-
leys, shrouded in gloom by the frowning
heights, Then Lo Breton decllod that, come
what might, his meh and horser should have
& thorough rest, clse they would be abe
solutely unfitted for the stern work of the
following day.

The Germans, of course, werp now on the
alert throughout the whole of thelr southern
Wites of conneotion,

The emperor gent bitter and scathing tele-
grams to the generals of divislon at Forbach
and Sarrelbourg for having allowed the
quarry to slip through thelr handa, and the
latter unfortunate oMcer was summarily de-
graded in rank,

The headquartera staff felt certaln, from
the Iatest detalls to hand, that (he Fronch
mariuders would cndeavor to regain the
shelter of thelr conmrades’ entrenched camp
et Luneville; lmperative orders were In
consequence glven for o powerful foree to
rather In the neighborlicna of Avricourt
atd pelmont 1o ordor to eut them up when
Ihey appeared.

And cut up they assuredly must have
been had they tried to force this passage
at noy time after daybreak on Friday morn-
ing. Every hilltop was lined with scouta,
every road and possible outlet erowned with
furious German troops, longing for the op-
portunity of revenging the Insults heaped
upon their arms, and the frightful havoce
done to thelr commuications by thlas In-
trepid body of horse.

Hour after hour the Germans  walted,
eagerly scourlug the castern borlzon for
the first signs of thelr appronching enemies,
AL last they were roused Into frepzied ac-
tivity., The enemy had jodeed arrived, but
from a wholly unexpected quaiter,

General Daublsson, In person, leading a
Blrong reconnolssance of cavalry and horse
artitlery from Luneville, was now foroing
n passage through the new rear of the Ger-
man invaders, Of thig more anon,

At U o'cloek on a bright May morning

Le Breton and his brigadiers rode along
the rovks of thelr gallant followoers, ad-
dressing words of encouragement oand good
¢heer to the men.
The general had resolved upon the ex-
ecutlon of ove last bold coup befora the
fiual dash was made for liberty and Fravce,
There, five miles away, on the other slde
of the Shirmeck pass, lav the lrtle town
of Mutzig, a great depot and manufactory
of small arms and ammunition, bul now,
ho learned from the pensants, denuded of
defenders sove some hundreds of buglly oe-
cupled workmen, most of whom were se-
eretly enthusiestic Alsatiane,

Fifteen miles further east the Rhine lowed
between vine-clad cliffs und In the inter-
vening country were the moin lines of rajl-
way between Strasburg and Colmar, two
branch lines, the Rhineg canal aud two malp
roads nporth and south.

To ruin Mutzlg and ite stores and destroy
the thoroughfares by rall, road and water,
would Indeed provide a glorlous finale to
the mest remarkable achievement ever
carried through by so small o force in a
country held by such armies as owned the
sway of the Kkalser,

Le Breton made no secret of his desper-
ate enterprise and his men acelaimed bhlm
as be told them what he wanted them to do,

After all they had already nccomplinghed
under his guldance they would have fol-
lowed him in an attack upon Metz itself!

The column had crossed the top of the
pass when the rear guard saw through their
glasses a solitary horseman spurring fu-
rlously after them, He was batless, dressed
In  civillan attire apd obviously alone.
They walted in sllence uutil he drow near.

When they halted him be explained, with
on unmistakable Britlsh acceut, that he
was one of the war correspondents of the
Timeg and asked fo be brought before the
general.

This newcomer was in  strange plight,
His clothes were torn and shot through In
several places. Along his right cheek a
bullet had torn a elight furrow which bad
nevertheless bled profusely and rendered
him a sorry object. His horss, a fine
hunter, was In the last stage of exhaus-
tion and barely able to support himself by
propping out hls forelegs when the myste-

rious rider dismounted. The man, too,
though strongly bullt and hard looking,
was  clearly suffering from hunger and

fatigue,

Yét his manner was perfectly calm and
the French soldlers marveled whence or
how he bad reached them, whilgt they
noted, with sllent approbation, that his first
thought was for his horse, in whose behalf
he obtaipned a pajl of water and some food.

The oficer he addressed did not Know
how to deal with thig spparition, so he
promptly acceded to bhig request and took
him to the general

“Whom bhave we here?’' was Le Breton's
first question,

Thoe Englishman produced his  official
pass, signed by Villenenve and Doaubisson,
setting forth that he was Mr. Herbert Fair-
fax, war correspondent of the Times und
fully accredited to accompany the French
armles in the fNeld,

“But how {8 this?" oried the astounded
gencral, “Whence coms you?"

“From Luneville. 1 left last night In ad-
vance of General Daubleson's colump.'

“Column!  What column, mongleur?"

“A cavalry reconnalssance in force, which
by this time Is brenking through the Germaon
front at 8t, Die”

“"With what object?"

“In order to ascertnin your whereabouts
and usslst you if possible.”

“IMable, ‘tis well, Yet how could Daubls-
s0n guess my position go accurately?”

“It was bardly o guess, Mr. Vausjttart,
Informed from England and Belglum of your
progress, estimated that you would be in
this nelghborhood today, and probably hard
pressed, so he asked the commander jn chlef
to try and help you.'

“Monsleur, you bLring good news., Never-
theless, 1 am at o loss to know by what
means you have reached me.'’

0, 1 just storted and here 1 am.'

“By 8t, Denls, I see you, bul my bralna
do wot travel so quickly as my eyes, Here
you are, Indeed! Ifow did you get here?
Why did not the Germans stop you?"

“They tried all they knew,' sald Falrfax,
Iudicating with & smile his sourred fuce and
torn clothes, *But it {8 difficult to shoot
straight at plght and 1 was better mounted
than the uhilans. 1 regret the pecessity that
compelled me L bore holes lu three of
them,"

“Mongieur,”" orled Le Breton, "'your are an
Epglishman!  Let it suflice!  Eonough for
e that you are @ brave man. | welcome

you, Yet must | add that you bave jolned
us at o ticklish moment.”
1 wapted something (o write wbout,™

Jaugbed the other, “and If all I bear be troe,
you are providiog first rate ‘vopy.' But be-
fore we proceed, general, may 1 suggest Lhat
a few (rustworthy men, hiding nmopg thede
billg, may fall o with General Daublsson
and give bim defiplte pews of your inten-
tiony?"

The
e,

Mutaig was attecked at 11:30 a, m, The

biot was acled upop—with excellent

‘tbhe carblocs of the dismounted

| and

swmull body of defenders were taken by sur
prise, but they werg able 1o elose the gates
loe the ancient fortification oo the
threatened kide,
A vigorous use of the machine guns and

Wroopurs

soon sottled this effort at resistance. The
sappers cronsed the trench and tore the
Ironwork of the gate Into plecen with dyna-
mite, wherenpon the Germans sureendered
with Aiscretion

Whilst this busy work waa In progross
Colonel Montsaloy and his brigade sgain
wiruck off arross country on n four miles
Mde to Obernnt, where a rallway and a main
rond Intergected each other.

In Mitzlg the Prenchmen spendily dla
mantled the small arins factory. The terri-
fled townspeople, unable to eseape lnto the
country and fearful of the destruction now
being wrecked upon n colossal geale, re-
mained In thelr housos, furtively peeping
from thelr windows st the unwonted appcs
tacle provided by Freoch soldiers riding
through thelr streéets, The last time Fronche.
men awaggered about Muizig In uniform
the arsenal of today was the palace of a
bishop.

Le¢ Breton did not forget to station cav-
alty vedettes on all the approaches to the

town. Nothing of moment oceurred until
2 o'clock. At that hour a chasseur came
riding hard to report that w troop Lriin

was discharging an Infantry regiment on
the farther side of n gorge wbout a mile
distant, where the junction line from Styas
burg =and Saverne crossed a  turbulent
stream

The viaduét had been Hlown up long be-
fore and the French officer 1o charge of
the outpost had sent him to glve the earliest
warning of thiz hostlle move

Another scout, and vet another, arrived,
breathlesa with the neéws that traln after

train, obviously sent from Strasburg, woa
bringing Infantry, with horses and guns,
that the Germoan skirmishers had erossed

the torrent, driving the French vedeties be-
fore them, and that o temporary bridge wos
in process of construction from the ruins of
the viaduct for the passage of guns and
horses,

It was possible at this moment for Lo
Breton to retreat toward the Vosges, with
the hope of fallug In with Daublsson's re-
liet expedition. But he had promiscd Mont-
saloy to walt for him until 4 o'clock, 1t was
pow 2:30. In an hour and forty minutes
Mutzlg would be surrounded by fresh and
infuriated opponents, This, then, was the
close of the brilllant rafd! Thuat vight he
and his gallant comrades must be Killed In
battle or shot In squads afterward.

He koew well that quarter would not be
glven to a solitary officer or man once the
Germang had them In thelr power.

It was bard to be caught lke o rat in a
trap ot the precige Instaunt when there did
geom to bo some cliance of escape.

There, toward the west, lay the unopcou-
pled road across the Vosges to Luneville,
but not a slgn from the east of Montsaloy's
return,

Le Breton summarized the maddening
situation In a few words of emphutic collo-
guial Frenclh, and set hlmsel! to examining
tho defenses.

Unfortunately his zealous men had already
destroyed every plece of modern ordnance,
with all the ammunition, in the town, Spoon
& German battery, undeterred by a steady
long range fire from the walls, was labori-
ously hauled into pesition an n cliff barely
three-quarters of n mile distant, and the
eager gunners hardly gave themselves time
to allgn one 12-pounder before a shell
screamed through  tho afr and struck o
house In the little market place, sending
fragments of bLrick and mortar in all direc-
tlons.

“¥ou bad better have remalned with Dau-
bleson,” said Le Braton grimly to Falrfax,
who was recuperating from his fatigue by
sitting on an emply packing box and smok-
Ing.

“Not 1. was the cheery reply, “These
chaps are afrald of you. Iustead of trying
to rush the pince forthwith they will pro-
ceed by sot rule. And every minute they
hegltate Is probably worth a year's life to
you."

“Anl you also, monsieur.”
“*0, no, I'm safe enough.
A thing for the Times to miss It.

get through, somehow,”

“I Hke your spirit, my friend,' said the
general, “But pray, make no mistake.
These Germans will spare no one attached
to this party.'”

“General,” sald the other, lighting a fresh
clgar. "I mean to leave Mutzig tonight
with an escort of French snbers,”

Falrfax was undoubtedly sangulne. Mut-
2ig was at that moment undergoing a hail-
storm of lead. Bullets swept through the
stresta from the neighboring heights and a
couple of shells from the battery having
smaslhied the defenses of the northern gate
the gunners were adding to the fuslllade by
salvoes of shrapnel.

Lo Breton's orders to his men were to
seek oll possible shelter and confine tham-
selves to sirietly defensive tactics, so the
cnsualty list waos not large.

At lost the Inadequacy of the reply from
the town encoursged the attockers, who
were momentarlly Increneing In strength, to
attempt # rush at the dismantled gate, But
it the Frenchmen were caged thelr clowa
were still aharp,

The machine guns, drawn up at an effect-
ive angle, quickly cleared the gate and ita
approaches, and the Bavarlan regiment that
tad essayed the charge left sufllclent killed
and wounded on thelr path to form two com-
panles when they retired.

This sharp repulse showed fthe Germans
that the ngsuult would not be the easy mat-
ter they had assumed. A change of thactics
wus necessary, The town must be coms-
pletely surrounded and a plinging fire from
all sides would rapidly render It untenable,

Another battery arrived and started at a
gallop to o point which commanded the
gouth. The guns were unlimbered and thelr
firet bateh of shells hurtled through the
streets before a burst of cheers from the
defenders on that slde moade known to thelr
comrades the welcome fact that this new
enemy had been somehow disconcerted,

Whilst the German gunners were busy
correcting the adjustment of thelr cannon
Colonel Montaaloy's brigade suddenly ap-
peared over the crest of the bill and In a
few strides the leading squadron was in the
midst of the buttery.

No cavalry escort had been provided or
thought necessary by the Germians, so the
affair was over with the speed of a summer
sguall, The six guns and thelr attendants
were Hterally ridden down,

A German infantry battallon, pereelving
the disaster, chunged front Ipn order to re-
turn the compliment to the French cavalry,
but Le Braton, heedless of the northern ar-
tillery, ran his machine guns out Inte the
open and gave the deploying Infantry other
pecupation than emplylng saddles at 500
yards, .

in five minutes Montsaloy and the survivs-
ors of the brigade—they had met with some
trouble before they finally blew up a lock
i the cunal—entered Mutzig

This temporary success elated the Iroops
yet the most sauguine smopgst them knoew
full well that thers was to ehanee of belng
extricated, Al they could do was Lo sell
their lves dearly

The German fire became fercer and more
effective, The wretched Inhabltants of
the town suflered even more than the sol-
dlers.,  Shell after shell burst among the
houses and set them oo tire, the flames driy
fog forth those who had escaped from the
projectiles o encounter greater rigk from
the bullets that flew i wll directions

Wounded horses seregmed with pain and
fright. The number of burning hoyses (n-
creanedd ot such 4 rate that sl Mutzig
seemed (o be enveloped in simoke and Aparks
The still wir became oppressively hot and
people fainted from sheer exhaustion and
despair. Through this pendemonium daced
men and sbrioking women and chlldren
raced about wildly, sceoking for ROme DOGK
from the leaden shbwors, or vollipsed
horrur-stricken
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now reached the locality from Strasburg,
and o determined attock was mode upon
the two avallable gates, whilst frosh artil-

lery took the place of the destroyed bat-
Ltery.
Even Fairfax was begloniog  to think

the Times would miss Its most enterprising
“special,” when a sharp rottle of musketry
and the deeper boom of cannon on the west
cauged the hearts of the defending force to
et with tremulous anticlipotion,

Waue it only o devilopment of the German
asaitlt, or could it be that Duubjeson--

Uncertalnty soon yieldod to' copvictlon,
French guns were engoaglng  the
German battery, dismounted French eayalry
wore driving back the wings of the German
infantry so unexpectedly tnken in flank, and
Froneh horsemen were massing In squidrons
preparatory to a superb charge through the
entire length of the Germun position on tho
north.

Le Broton's eves woere affame as he roared
the necessury orders to his ofMeers. Thore
was no time to walt for regulurity or pre-
clglon. Every muan who could ride caught
the nearest horse and slung a wounded
comrade up bLehind him. Rabble-like, but
methodically enovgh far thelr purpose, the
troopers poured out of the town townrd the
relieving force.

In five minutes Lo Broton was shaking
hands with Daublsson and Folrfax was bit-
ing the end off wnother cigar with tho
-quullu goerenity of the wan who is able to
say, Y1 told you so."

Ten minutes later the French reconnals-
sanen column was in full retreat toward the
Vosges, pot forgetting to blow up every
bridge they crossad in the mareh,  The last
sleht of Dlazing Mutgly onjoyed by Lo Bre-
ton and Ws comrades was from a hillside
where the road centers the Schlrmock pass,
whenee they oould eloarly see that thelr
erstwhile assallants bad found fresh oc-
cupation oy amateur fremoen

Utterly spett with the lubors and excite-
menit of the pust sixty bours, too exhausted
too weiury to even speak, they Jogged
nlght, and the strenucus
efforts of thelr comrodes wero needed Lo
koups thun ball of théem from lylng
down by the roadslde

Whenever o ball was necoessary it
with difliculty the men werg

o ent
on through the

wus
slarted sgaln,

Curiculy enough, thoe worst sufferern were
thowe who retaloml their vitality to tha last,

[ Broton sand his L.000—now, alas, Jittls
more than  threc- had ridden nearly 180
mibles bo sixty hours through 4 hostile couns
try swartilog with foes, They had fought
weveral severe battles; they had worked
likit navvies In thelr tesk of destrucilon;
they had slept W0 apd anten foss

Hut the Blow they struck at Lthe German
arms waes lnealewlally severe,

Ahove all slee It gave Vausittart the ope
groat essential he lucked o plting bis

Lrainm apd his money
CLi e ror

Time wlone, to hin view, was what he
reguirad, Yime o rotuperate Lhe exbiousted
enorglen of Fraonce, (o arouse heor dormant
slirength,

npalusty \he German
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